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To my dear and worthy Pas rox the Reverend 


Dr. GIFFORD. 


| Honoured and Reverend Sin, EATS i 
ERMIT me with — to n my 
moſt grateful -acknowledgments to you, as 
the inſtrument, under God, of bringing 0 
e a creature forth to public uſefulnefs to 
e the dear children of God. It was the ſame God 
« who I truſt called me to the work, that put it 
into your heart to encourage me in it; and I 
e doubt not but that he will carry me through it: 

« To him be all the glory. I can call my being 
« brought forth to this work, by your inſtrumentali- 
« ty, no other than a reſurrection; for indeed 1 
<< propheſied before in ſackeloth, under every diſ- 
c couragement. But now, through grace, I am 
de enabled to ſee that the word is blefied to the 
66 ſouls of many of the dear children · of God. Q 
e that I may be 1 humble and thankful, as you 


have already warned me I hope you will bear ne 


„ on 


As 


al S 
46 am, | . | i 


Honoured and Wc Sir, x 
our obedient, duriful Servant, ; 
eee ve, ba 


* 


June 18, - 
r700e as 
et JOHN LLOYD,” 


ADVERTISEMENT to the READER. 


AST to give the world an account of the deal- 

ings of the Lord with me, in bringing of me 

forth to this great work, it might fill an ample vo- 
lume. May it ſuffice if, according to the deſire of 
my friends, I give you the following, which is a Cer- 


tificate of the Church to which I did belong. 


ec To whomſoever this may concern. | 


« THIS is to certify, That we, a church of Chriſt, meet- 
« ing in Little Aylifte-Street, Goodman's-Fields, London, 
the Rev. Mr. Dowers, - paſtor of the ſaid church, who bap- 
<« tized our brother, John Lloyd, upon his profeſſion of faith 
<< in Jeſus Chriſt, and was received into full communion with 
« us in the year W for ſome time he has experienced 
4 a gift of God beftowed upon him; he therefore requeſted 
« his gift to be tried by the church, that ſo he might be ſent 
<« forth in a regular dope The church chere bre __ 
upon it, and tried his gift for ſix months, that we might be 
the better capable of forming * of his talent, and 
<< 'whether he was a qualified perſon. Having maturely weigh 


ed theſe things, we on April 20, 1767; we, the church, 


did give him a proper call to the miniſtry. And, as this is 
„the caſe, we humbly caſt him upon the Lord's good provi- 


«©. dence, and heartily wiſh the Lord may open a door for him 


eto be uſeful to the ſouls of many. As to his moxal character, 
cc jt is undeniable and blamelefs. - We therefore; in the name 
e of the church, wiſh him God ſpeed in the name of the Lord. 
And to the'truth-hereof we have ſet our hands. 

| 5 
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Joann Warp, Deacon. 
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The M ell-Spring of Life opened in WY Or, an 
Invitation to thirfly Souls, to come and 60 1b = 


Wa N Life free. 


RE v. 4 17. 


And the Spirit. and the bride ſay, Come. And let 
him that hearettf ſay, Come. And let him that 
is athirſt come, And whoſoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely. | 


- 


HIS book, called the revelation of St. John, 
or the revelation: of Chriſt, which was ſhewn 
to John in the Ile of Patmos, appears to many of 
God's people to be dark and obſcure in manꝝ parts 
of i it; and it requires more wiſdom than we can ac- 
quire by any art or {kill of our own, to o underſtand 
its meaning. 

The lion of the vide of Judah, the root of David, 
he only hath prevailed to open the book, and to 
looſe the ſeals thereof, chap: v. 5. So that When a 
learned man, that is deſtitute 4 the grace of God, 
hath this book or any other part of ſacred writ put 
into his hands, that he might read the ſame; the 
ſcriptures inform us he faith, I cannot, for it is 
ſealed.” Iſa. XXIX, 11. It is the ſame Spirit * 2 
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that indited the word, that only can open and ex- 
plain the ſpiritual meaning thereof to his people. 
It is very, remarkable that this beloved diſciple 


mould have fuch a glorious revelation of ſuch things, 


as ſhould ſhortly come to paſs, even when he was in 
the greateſt obſcurity. He was baniſhed (ag we are in- 
formed) into the iſle of Patmos, for the word of 
God, and for the teſtimeny of Jeſus Chriſt 5 de- 
prived of the privileges of worſhipping God amongſt 

is ſaints, of preaching his word and attending upon 


his ordinances, yet he was not forgetful of the 
Lord's-day; and a blefled ſabbath it was no doubt 


to his ſoul; for 'we are informed that he was in the 
Spirit on the Lord's-day, chap. i. 10. And I think 
we have reaſon to believe he had this book of the 
Revelation revealed to him upon that day. 
It is not my deſign to take any particular notice 
of thoſe deep myſteries contained in this book, but 
as they ſtand related to our text. We have, chap. xxi. 
a deſcription given us of the New-Jeruſalem church- 
ſtate, or perſonal reign of aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
of the new heaven and the new earth: for che firſt 
heaven and the firſt earth were paſſed away; and 
there was no more ſea. And John teils us that he 
<wfaw the holy city, New - Jeruſalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as à bride 
adorned for her huſband,” verſe 1, 22. 
We have in this. chapter a full deſcription given 
us of this city; of its walls, its gates, its founda- 


tions the precious and beautiful ſtones hy which it is 


ſaid do be garnifhed» and àdorned with; with the 


cxact dimenſions of it, its being ot pure gold like 


unto clear glaſs ; its brighineſs, ſo that it need not 
the light of the fun or the moon to ſhine in it, Chxiſt 
the Laub being the light therrof; with. its inhabi- 


tants, the nations of them that are ſaved are to 


walk in the light of it. And laſtly, we are — 
; who 
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who are to be excluded this city: any that defileth” 
or worketh | abomination, or maketh a fie, and that 
none are to enter into it, but ſuch whoſe 1 names are 
written in the Lamb's book of life. Jos 
The chapter, out of which T have taken 1 3 tert ö 
roceeds to give an account of this city. — 4 
yo pure — of water of life clear as ar 
which proceeds our of the throne of God and the 
Lamb, verſe 1. Secondly, of the tree of life, 
which is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as it is from bim 
all our fruit is found. His ſituation (under this 
metaphor) in the midſt of the ſtreet; j aud « on either 
ſide the tiver of life. * 
The continued variety of fruit Pre him as ſuch: 
Twelve manner of fruits yielded every month. The 
healing virtue of this tree, the leaves of which are 
for the healing of the nations, 'verſe 2. There can 
be no curſe to the glorious inhabitants of chis city; 
1 the throne of God and the Lamb Thall be in 
And they ſhall ſerve him with unſpeakable de- 
ig t and pleaſure, verſe 3. Yea they ſhall have a 
füll view of ' Chriſt, they ſhall fee his face, not 
through a glaſs darkly as they do now, but face 0 
face, know as they are known, 1 Cor, Xin. 12. 
And his name ſhall be in their foreheads, plain to be 
ſeen; neither will they be aſhamed of their Lord 
and Maſter in this glorious ſtate, verſe'4. 
Thirdly, we have a deſcription given us, verſe * 
of the light of this city. There fhall be ns night 
there, and they need no candle, neither the light of 
the ſun, for the Lord giveth them light : Chriſt 
himſelf is the light of this city, chap. xxi. 23. in 
compariſon of which the ſun itſelf in its meredian is 
bur darkneſs. Yea, there ſhall be ſuch a glory on the 
bodies of the ſaints, in the morning of che reſurret- 
tion; (for this glorious church-ſtate will.follow upon 
the firſt reſurrection, as it is called, chap. xx. 3) 
B 2 as 


7 


[8] 
as that they ſhall ſhine forth as the ſun in the kigg- 
dom of their Father, Matt, xiii. 43. Their bodies 
will be like Chriſt's glorious body, that is, there will 
be no ſort of darkneſs or any other infirmity in them, 
to hinder their bliſs and glory, and they ſhall reign 
with Chriſt for ever and ever. Bleſſed ſtate indeed 
The angel then proceeds to inform John of the 
truth of theſe things, and that they ſhould ſoon be ac- 
compliſhed ; that the coming of Chriſt was near, even 
at that time of day, Behold I come quickly;” and 
ſhews the bleſſedneſs of ſuch who obſerve theſe things, 
that keep the ſayings of the prophecy of this book, 
veriez6, 7. And the apoſtle John informs us, that 
he ſaw theſe things and heard them; and fo great 
was his reverence and eſteem for the angel that ſhew- 
ed him theſe things, that he was about to pay him 
worſhip and divine adoration z but the angel forbid 
him, by informing him he was but a creature, a fel- 
low-ſervant of God with himſelf, and informs him 
whom he ſhould worſhip, namely God; worſhip 
God,” verſe 8, 9. and orders him not to ſeal the 
ſayings of the prophecies of this book, on account of 
its ſpeedy accompliſhment, ** for the time is at hand,” 
verle 10. He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt 
ſtill; and he which is filthy let him be filthy ſtill.” 
Awful words! Let the wicked remain in their car- 
nal unregenerate ſtate. to periſh for ever; let them 
ever continue filthy, let there be no change in them; 
che time is at hand, let no more goſpel-ſermons be 
preached to them; let them remain under the indig- 
nation of the Almighty for ever. So let him that is 
righteous in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ever remain 
ſo. And he that is holy in all manner of conver- 
ſation, 1 Pet. i. 15. let him remain fo, verſe 11. 
% Bchold, l come quicxly and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work ſhall be, 
verle 12. 1] am come with a reward of grace, to 
5 waders 


124 
reward all thoſe who have made it maniteſt that theß 
love me, by keeping my commandments z their 
good works have declared them to be no hypocrites, 
but the real children of Gd. I am. Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the firſt and the 
laſt,” ver. 13. There is, none beſides me; ſo that 
my word is to be taken for every thing which I have 
promiſed as to the ſalvation of my people, and the 
deſtruction of my enemies. Bleſſed therefore are, 
they that do his commandments, that they: may bave 
right to the tree of life; and may enter in through 
the gates into the city,” ver. 14. | 8 

None have a right to live in this city, but ſuch 
who are holy in all manner of converſation. For 
though our right and title to this city comes to us 
through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, yet if there is 
not a meetneſs wrought in our heart by the grace 
and Spirit of God, we make it appear we have no 
right to the tree of life, or to enter in at the gates, 
ot this city. For without are dogs,“ men in a 
ſtate of nature, however they may ſprak of this city, 
yet they are but dogs who bite and tear the ſheep ot 
Chriſt, But now they will not be ſuffęred to come 
into the city; they ſhall be without with their own: 
company, ſuch as ſorcerers, and whoremongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters, and whoſoever loveth 
and makh a lie, verſe 15. 2 

Now theſe things are to be declared and teſtified - 
in the churches of. Chriſt amongſt his aſſemblies. . 
Chriſt has ſent his angel to this intent and purpoſe, 
to teſtify theſe things to John, that they might 
be made known to his churches. So his minilters,” 
who are compared to angels, chap. i. 20. are to 
teſtify that Chriſt will come quickly, to accompliſh 
all that he has promiſed in chis book, And if we 
would know more of this glorious perſonage the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is to accompliſh all things 

X = 
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that are written in this book concerning him, he is 
the root and offspring of David ; David's root, as 
all his and our fruit is from him; David's Off- 
fpring according to the fleſh, by lineal deſcent, 
the fon of David; David's ſon, and David's 
Lord. He is likewiſe called the bright and morn- 
 Mp-ftar, ver. 16. or day-ſtar which ariſeth in the 
hearts of his people, 2 Pet. i. 19. whereby they 
diſcover the firſt dawnings of grace upon their hearts ; 
and who is willing to give this water of life to every 
r thirſty ſoul who finds his need of it. 4 
And then follow the words of our text: * And 
the Spirit and the bride ſay, Come.“ And the Spirit 
and the bride; which ſhews that the Spirit of God, 
ho works and operates upon the hearts of God's 
people, as much deſires their ſalvation as Chriſt 
who wrought it out for them. So does the bride 
the Lamb's wife deſire the ſalvation of all God's 
et, every poor thirſty ſoul that thirſts for the 
water of life: So do thoſe who give their attendance 
upon the goſpel and know it: Him that heareth 
fanh, Come.“ They expreſs their deſire that others 
might taſte this water with themſelves, * And let 
Him that is athirſt, come: and whoſoever will, let 

im take the water of life freely. 
In difcourfing on theſe words, I ſhall, 


Firſt, Shew what is here held forth by the wa- 
ter of life. wy / | 
wp Secondly, Shew who are the perſons that are in- 


vited to this water, namely, ſuch who are athirſt, 
and fuch who are willing to receive it. 


- Fhirdly, Take ſome ndtice of the invitation itſelf. 


_ Fourthly and laſtly, Make ſome improvement of 
— Firſt, 


[mn] 

'Firk, We are to ſhew what is here held: forth 
by the water of life. The word waters hath un- 
rious ſignifications in the word of God, as firit, It 
ſignifies great affliction, Pſalm Ixix. 1. Save me, 
O God, r the waters are come in unto my ſoul.“ 
« My ſoul is overwhelmed with diſtreſs and croublaj 
that I know not what to do ;” the foul then cries for 
deliverance out of the mire of fin and corruption: 
« Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not fink, 
let me be delivered from them that hate me, and out 
of the deep waters. Let not the water- flood overflow 
me, 1 let the deep ſwallow me up, and let not 
the pit ſhut her mouth upon me,” ver. 14, 18. 

Dep ths of affliction expreſſed by a water flood; 
which ſeems to carry away the ſoul in an inſtant. 
When the enemy thus comes in like a flood, Iſai. 
lix.. 19. The foul cries unto the Lord, that he 
might not ſink, that his head might be preſerved 
» above water; ſo that he might not be drowned, en- 

tirely drowned, by theſe afflictions; when called to 

go through theſe waters. Iſa. xliii. 2. The conduct 

of proud and inſolent men toward the godly, are 

likewiſe repreſented in the ſcripture, as proud waters 
overwhelming the ſouls of God' $ rac ms 

cxxiv. 5, | 

But theſe are very different from the water in aur 

Text. The water in our text, as it is called the 

water of life, is expreſſive, 1. Of the immenſe ocean 

of God's everlaſting love to his people in Chriſt. 

This is a river without a bank or thore : Waters to 

ſwim in, a river that cannot be paſſed over, Ezek. 

xIvii. 5. O the length, the —— the depth, cke 

height of this river; it is unmeaſurable; it is full of 

water, Pſalm kv. g. an inexhauſtible fulneſs, that 
never can —— ſea that never can be dried up; 

a ſea of grate, and abundance of grace as it flows 

' Rom the loving heart of Chriſt to his church and 


people 


ö 


people in all ages, and to All: ſorts ff per- 


[ns J 
ſons in all ſorts of circumſtances, in all diſtreſ- 
ſes, under all perſecutions, through all temptations, 
and afflictions they may be expofed unto. Theſe 
who know moſt of this boundleſs ocean, know but 
little of it. We may apprehend ſomething of it, 
but can never comprehend it. n WORE 1 53501 
2. If we conſider the ſaving influence this water of 
life hath upon the hearts of ſuch who receive it, it 
will appear to be precious water indeed. 1. As it 
imparts life to the happy ſubjects of it. Hence we 

in our Lord's diſcoutſe with the woman of Sa- 
maria in the ivth chapter of St. John's goſpel: 
After he had aſked her to drink, of the water of the 
well ſhe was then drawing at, ſhe replies; © how 
is it, that thou being a Jew aſkeſt drink of me, 
which am a woman of Samaria,” &c. Our Lord 
informs her, © if thou kneweſt the gift of God, and who 
it is that faith unto thee,, Give me to drink, thou 
wouldeſt have aſked of him, and he would have 
given thee the living water: which raiſed the poor 
waman's attention, and cauſed a deſire in her ſoul _ 
to know ſomething of this water; therefore ſhe' 
enquires, ver. 11. Whence he had it? Our Lord 
informs her how different this water was from that ſhe 
was then drawing; ** whoſoever ſhall drink of this 
water, | ſha]l chirſl again: But whoſoever ſhall drink 
of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt : 
but the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a 
well of water ſpringing up into everlaſting liſe.” 
Ang again, John vii. 38. * He that believeth in 
me, as the ſcripture hath ſaid; out of his belly ſhall 
flow rivers of living water :” which is ſpoke of the 
Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhall receive, 
ver. 39. The Spirit ſhall be poured in abundance 
as waters upon their ſouls : So that there ſhall be 
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that will EY no water, Jer. ii. 13. Alas! Theſe 
will not ſatisfy or refreſh their ſouls; they are of no 
vice to them till they return to the fountain they 
merly . "drank of. Then O how refreſhing! O 
how chearing to their ſouls are theſe waters | This 
is a dry and barren wilderneſs, therefore ſprings, 
fountains and rivers of water muſt be very deſirable 
to thoſe who are travelling through ir. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, under the character of a ſhepherd, 
leads his ſheep through this wilderneſs beſide the 
ſtill waters,” Palm xxiii. 2. whete he ( cauſes them 
to lie down. in green paſtures :” (ſuch is his care of 
them) ſo that they are refreſhed in their ſouls while 
his comforts and conſolations abound towards them; 
their ſouls are as a watered garden, as a fietd which 
the Lord hath bleſſed.  * They grow as the lily, 
and caſt, forth their roots as Lebanon; their branches 
ſhall ſpread, and their beaury ſhall be as the olive- 
tree, and 2 r wel. as Lebanon. They ſhall re- 
vive as poll kg and "grow as the vine, the ſcent 
thereof bal e as the Vine .of Lebanon,” Hoſea xiv. 
6, 
505 70} fruitful ai are - their fouls when ere of 
God deſcends as rain upon the mown $1 
Pſalm Jxxii. 6. How do they then * grow in grace 
7080 in the knowledge of our Lord an Saviour: Je- 
ſys Chriſt ?? 2 Pet. iii. 18. So refreſhing is this 
1 of life to repleniſſi the ſouls of all who receive 
But 15 what a glorious time will that be! when 
ye ſhall be 1555 to fountains of waters; when we 
all be taken to the fountain-head, to take our 
a of this water of life: our tongue ſhall 
aer. thirſt any more for ever, for we ſhall 
Things o more, neither thirſt any more, neither 
ſun light upon us, nor any hear, © For 
the hall es who is in w midft of the throne "fed 


{ xs ] 

feed us, and ſhall lead us; to hying . fountains of 
vater: and God ſhall | wipe away all tears from our 
( 100 i nn, to un! act; 

_ Thirdly, Theſe waters are precious, as they fancy 
tify and cleanſe our nature. Without holineſs: no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. It is neceſlar 
that we ſhould be cleanſed from all alkane of the flel 
and ſpirit, , before we can perfect holineſs. in the fe 
of the, — Cor, vii, 1. Now n YReer of it 
is of) a purifying nature z,it.nqt only impartgelife (az 
it ache mer of life) ant Bfeſhin T2 Dp. an _ 
tifying. Then will, I; ſprinkle, clean water _upor 
you, and ye ſhall, be clean; from all your filthi 0 
and from all your; idols will I cleaoſt you,” Ezek. 
xxxvi. 29. Man by, nature is unclean, therefore, he 
needs cleaning: Waſh me thoroughly from mine 
iniquity,; and cleanſe me from,my:fio,” -Plalm Ii. 2. 
He is altogether corrupt in every power and faculty 
of his ſoul. His inward, parts are very wickedneſs. 
His heart is a cage of, unclean birds, a hold of eve 
foul ſpirit, and habitation of devils, a babel öf mix- 
ture and confuſion, Rev. xyiii. 2. Now by receiving 
this water of life, as it is, freely given to bs in the 
goſpel, it works ſo upon the heart and conſcience as 
to make; a viſible change in the ſoul ;, it purifies the 
heart aud regulates the affections and diſps 9 
men, cauſes the drunkard to become ſober, the 
whoremonger and unclean perſon to become chaſte, 
the  coyetous man to become liberal, the carnal 
worldly- minded man to become heavenly and ſpiri- 


tual; yea the ſtinking Phariſee (that naſty, filthy, 


ſtinking ſeemingly pious devil. the worſt of- all, de- 
vils that ſtinks ſo in the noſtrils of the Almighty) 
will now, be content to renounce all his own righ- 
teouſneſſes as filthy rags, Ia. Ixiv. 6. And make him 
not only cry out againſt * as he did before, but he 
ITY ry 0 will 
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will hate It on account of the malignity he how es to 
be in it. His deſire how will be MT he will delight 
in the law of God after the in ward man, tho“ he ſhould 
find another lay in his members watring againſt the law 
f his mind. and bringing him into captivity to the Jaw 

of ſin, which is in his members, Rom. vi. 22, 23. which 

es fin to be his greateſt burden, and-cauſes him to 
th the apo {tle, O wretched man that J am, who 

If deliver me eon the body of this death ver. 24. 
Chriſt ſhall deliver. I thank God, chr Jeſus Chriſt 
ur Lord. There is the deliverance; there being a foun· 
tain opened in Chriſt to the hquſe of David, — to the 
Inhabitants'6E Jeruſalem, for ſim and for uneleanheſi. 
Fi Xill, 1. A fountain of a Redecmer's blood ta 


. 2 Abus when they cantra& freſh — or 
uld haye agy freſh diſcovery of the na eee of 


their hearts. That they might be preſe from de- 
ſpair, the) are to have tone to this fountain. And 
well would it be for God's children, were they to look 
more to this fountain than at their own oncleanneſb. 
"Chriſt Knew we need cleanſing, and made proviſion as 
"ſuch; The fountain is « 5 3 opened wide) to· every 
Poor, finful, polluted, as well as'rhiet y! panting ſoul, 
"That is fed by the Spirit of God to ſre fis need | of I. 
"Here they may waſh and be clean, be ARified wholly. 
S0 that their whole ſpirit, ul and body, ſhall be pte- 
ſerved blameleſs to the comin ng of Chiiſt, -1 Theſſ. 
v. 23. There is a neceſſity 't cake freſh and con- 
tinued application to the thfune of Brace for a conti- 
 pual. flow of this water of liſe into out fouls. ' The 
more we receive of this water, the more ohr 00 
wi 
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wilt grow and flouriſh in the divine life; and the more 
we hall be. kept from the pollutions and ions 
chat are in the — luſt. The leprous foul 
is cured of chis leproſy; the ſoul. that-is' caſt into the 
open field, to the Jothing of his perſon. in has ſin and 
in his hibod, i is here waſbed; thoroughly waſhed, Ezek. 
Xvi.z9. -2AJl which makes this water of-lile precious 
to albthoſe who know: any thing of it. 
But I would farther-obſerve, that this water of life 
gs and flows only into the church of Chriſt. Henee 
the chatctvarſelf is called a garden incloſed, a ſpring 
'ſhut up, a — Cant. iv. 12. It. is not 
common water, neĩtherdoes it flowevery where, neither 
is it co bel profaned hy any unhallowed mouth: 
no ungodly impenitent as ſuch, hath any 
right to this water of life. It is a (prin, a well- 
ſpringrof life: Rut alas! it is ſhut up. is a foun- 
tain; a fountain of a Rededmer's blood L ——— 
.of grace, but alas! to them it is ſealed. The final 
impenitent and unbelicring ſinner is [eternally 
excluded hy — 1*¹ Dives cries in hell for 
one drop of water to parched tongue, but is 
genied; much leſs muſt he expect this water of life. 
No Phariſee-tiving and dying ſuch, has any right to 
this water of life ; he ſcorns to come to this water of 
(Jife;! while he thinks he can do ſomething to obtain 
life by thenworks: of his: on hands. Hie will do all 
that lies in his power to muddy this river; of water of 
elite, though it is ſpoke of by the Holy Ghoſt to he 
- Cleay as cryſtal; as it comes from the throne of Gd 
and the Lamb, it has not the leaſt taint in it, or 
any tincturt of the creature mixt with it. It is all 
free diſtinguiſhing diſcriminating grace, as it comes 
from God and flows to the ſoul of a believer; and 
none but thoſe who receive it as ſuch, ean have any 
N 40 in this water of life mentioned in out text. 
ul hich brings me, Secondly, 
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-© Secondly, To ſhew- who are the perſons that are 
invited to this water of life; namely, ſuch who 
thirſt after it, and -ſuch who are willing to receive it. 
« And Tet him that is athirſt come, and-whoſoever 
will let him take the water of life freely.” | 
"ſt; Thoſe who thirſt after this water of life. 
No every man in the world chirſts after happi- 
: neks of one ſort of other; ſome place it in--honour, 
"Tome in pleaſure, ſome in worldly profit: But hap- 
Pineſs is the thing they are in queſt of, they thirſt 
after it but TOE attain to it. The depth ſaich it Is 
not in me; and the ſea” ſaith it is not with me,“ 
Job xxvnf 14. No, theſe are things too low fully 
to ſatisfy an immortal ſoul; nothing ſhort of him 
that made the ſoul can ſatisty its vaſt deſires. And 
yet ſuch is the depravity of corrupt nature, that we 
naturally purſoe every thing that is fooliſti light and 
vain, before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. + Neither is it 
!.al the terrors-of: the law, the: flaſhes. of mount Sinai, 
that will make a ſoul chriſt after Chriſt It is not 
a fearful and dreadful apprehenſion of the Almighty 
as a fin- avenging God, that will cauſe us to thirſt 
after him; 5 will a view of the deplorable ſtate 
and condition we are in by nature, without a ſight 
of that great ſalvation Chriſt. has wrought out for 
poor ſinners as held forth in the goſpel, cauſe us to 
"thirſt after him: In ſhort; nothingcan cauſe us to 
thirſt after Chriſt, without ſome knowledge of and 
acquaintance with him : we cannot thirſt after a 
thing) we have no ſort of likeneſs or reliſh unto; 
neither can wHareliſn what we know nothing at all 
about. This holy thirſt after the water of life muſt 
be created: in the; ſoul, before the. ſoul willideſire to 
know any dhing of - Chriſt ;-fo muſt the creature be 
entirely paſſi ve as to anything he can do towards 
"= 1 this ark abe n ar the water 
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of life as it is expreſſed in the text. The ſoul being thas 
wrought upon by the Spirit of God, perceives a 
ſuitableneſs in him which cauſes him to thirſt after, 
him; he longs for more acquaintance | with him, 
for a larger intercourſe to be opened for more free- 
dom and familiarity, for greater acceſs to the throne 
of his grace; Thus he delights to converſe With 
God, and thirſts after more and more of. it. mY 
4 Nor the words ſuppoſe an invitation to ſuch 2 
that is, Let him come and take his fill of this water ; 
he is kindly welcome to it, it is provided for him, 
and it is freely given him. Ho, every one that thirſt- 
eth come ye to the waters, and he that hath no mo- 
ney, come ye: buy and eat yea come, buy wine 
and milk without money —_ without: priee,,?- Ia, 
beauty few n Mete Lace $142? I exif of bro 7% 
f -2dly, Thoſe. who are willing to receive this water 
of life are welcome to it; whoever will let him come 
and take of the water off life freely. But here we 
are not to conceive as though man had a power or 
will of his own, to turn to God; No, by no means: 
our will is always free to ſin, entirely diſpoſed de 
| againſt God, it chooſes and approves of every thing 
that is contrary to the mind; of the Spirit of God; 
and has à fixed averſion to every thing that is of God. 
For the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, it is 
not ſubject to his . nn indeed en b 
Rom. vüi. 7.0 1 

No can it be ſu yo tha ied. A 
ä enmity againſt God, can be diſpoſed to chooſe his 
way of ſalvation? No: Man had rather be damned 
than to ſubmit his rebel lious will to the will of God; 
till the Lord Jeſus Chrift by an irteſiſtible power 
conquers his will, and brings it into ſubjection to his 
own: 4: Thy- people ſhall be willing in the day of 
. What! ſhould: they be 

rebellious? ? 
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rebellious? Then Chriſt will conquer them by; his, 


grace, diſcover his love to them through, all their, 
rebellion, ingratitude and unbelict, and ſhame 
them out of it. Have they a heart of — againſt 
God ? Well, the Lord will take this away, and 
give them a heart of fleſh,” Ezek. xi. 19. Tea,, he 
will” put his law in their minds, and- write it in 
their hearts: and he will be their God, and they 
Mall be his people,” Heb. viii. 10. If the Lord 
Jzmovan ſays, I will, and they ſhall ; it matters nat 
what men or devils ſay, to contradict it. Chriſt 
will have the laſt word; our corruptions cannot be 
ſtronger than Chriſt. He can make the moſt ſtub. 
| born and obſtinate ſinner comply with his method of 
ſalvation; yea, make him in love with it. It is 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt that muſt make us willing ta 
come, before we can come to him; and all fi 
who are thus made, willing are heartily welcome 1 
4 Whoſoever will, let him came and take of the ö 
water 'of r 5 W ine Ne « 


Thirdiy, To uke actions the invitation iel, 
The Spirit ſays, Come.“ Coming and. believing 
in ſcripture are ſynonymous terms, _ and the ame 
thing, as appears, John vi. 35, &c. f Jeſus ſaid 
unto chem, yn bread of life; he that cometh to 
me ſhall never hunger; and be that believetb on 
me ſhall never thirſt. But I ſaid unto you, that 
alſo have ſeen me, and believe not. All that the 
Father giveth me, ſhall come to me; and him tha 
cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out.” Nor can 
any thus come, or believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
but fuch who are drawn by the Father. No man 
can come to me, except the Father who ſent me 
draw him,” ver. 44. Miniſters may ſpend thein 


firength, bur in vain, unleſs God by his Spirit vill 
appP'y 


Te} -. a 
apply the word to the cbnſciences of thoſe who Hear 
it. In vain does Paul plant or Apollos water, 
if God does net give the intreaſe,“ 1 Cor. in. 8. 
They may preach tb the auditory; but cannot give 
them ears tõ hear the word: He that hath an ear 
let him hear, what the Spirit ſaith to the churches,” 
Rev, ii. 29. which ſuppoſes ſome have no ſpiritual ears © 
to hear, and only ſuch who have this ear can hear. 

Now when the Spirit ſays, Come: He , draws 
them to himſelf. He does riot propoſe eternal life t 
them in' caſe they are diſpoſed to accept of it, and 
leave it to their option. No, the Lord well knew © 
that by nature we never ſhould be diſpoſed to com—ꝛ 
ply with any ſuch propoſition, -it being ſo averſe to 
our nature, to renounce all hopes and expettation of 
life-and falvation by any thing in ourſelves, and to be 
willing t6 be faved entirely by the blood and righte- 
ouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ' Proud man wifl 

ever diſdain- all theſe propofals ; therefore the Spirit 
which here invites the. thirſty ul, the ſobl- that is 
made willing by grace to come to Chriſt that ſame 
Spirit muſt powerfully work and operate upon the 
hearts and conſciences of thoſe invited, awthat th 
ſhall be conſtrained to throw down their weapons © 
hoſtility againſt Chriſt, and become his heatty an! 
willing ſubjects. UE AR HR A ten 
- Saying and doing are two things with us, but they 
are but one with the Almighty. If the Spirit ſays, 
Come; it is done. And God ſaid, Let there be 
light, and there was light,“ Gen. i. 3. That is, he 
ſpake light: fo the Spirit fays, Come; and th 
are impowered to come, it is an effectual word. He 
_ them power to believe; power to become the 
fons of God,” John i. 12. May he ſo work at this 
time, while I am ſpeaking to your outward ears; 
may he work powerfully 5 the hearts of all —_ 
T 'F ; ; ö W 0 
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who ſhall or may at this time be made to believe 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for life and ſalvation ; may 
he call you as he did Lazarus, out of the grave of 
fin and corruption, in which you have lain all your 
life unto the preſent moment in a. ſlate of nature, 
with a Lazarus, come forth, John xi. 43. Then 
you with him will come forth with your . grave- 
clothes and napkin; and may God by his Spirit looſe 
you and let you go: though you are tied and bound 
with the chains of your fins, yet if Chriſt looſe you 
from your fetters, then you will come with the 
greateſt delight and pleaſure to this water of life; 
and if your ſouls begin to long for this water, I ſay, 
Come and welcome, come and welcome to it: you 
are as welcome to it as a covenant God can make 
you: So the bride, the Lamb's wife, Rev. xxi. 9, 
«* ſays, Come.” The church is deſirous of inviting 
all to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as ſhe believes do ſec 
their need of him. . She recommends her huſband, 
1fa. liv. g. to all that are enquiring after him; ſhe 
tells ſeekirfy ſouls, *© that he is the chiefeſt among 
ten thouſand, and that he is altogether lovely,“ 
Cant. v. 40, 16. She endeavours to diſplay ſome of 
his glorious. excellencies ; ſhe extols him as her pro- 
phet to teach her; as her prieſt to atone for her; and 
as her king to rule and reign in and over her. Goſ- 
I-miniſters are ever labouring night and day, 
ſtudying to ſet forth the excellency of Chriſt “ to 
poor weary and heavy-laden ſinners,“ Matt. xi. 28. 
to attract the hearts and affections of poor ſinners 
towards him. They uſe all the perſuaſive arguments 
that become goſpel-miniſters to uſe, 2 Cor. v. 11. 
They tell the people, Whoſoever comes to Chriſt, 
he will by no means caſt out;“ and if they reply, 
they have no power of their own, as every Chriſtian 
will be more or leſs ſenſible of; they will * 
0:74 racm 
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them where their ſtrength is, and ſhew them that 

Chriſt is a Saviour to the very uitermoſt of all 
& that come unto God through him, and that he 
« ever lives to make interceſſion for them,“ Heb? 
vii. 25. They tell them, that Chriſt will ſave to the 
very «utmoſt of all their fin and rebellion: ſhould 
their fin and rebellion ſwell to the utmoſt piteh it can 
ariſe; ſhould it be aggravated to the very utmoſt, 
with every circumſtance - which appears to make it 
black and diſmal againſt them, and ſhould their con- 
ſcience condemn them to the utmoſt, yet the urter- 
moſt of Chriſt's grace exceeds the uttermoſt of our 
fin. Deep cries unto deep. The deep of God's grace 
in Chriſt exceeds the deep of our fin and corruption; 
for where fin abounds, grace doth much more 
« abound,” Rom. v. 20. But ſhall we continue in 
&* fin that grace may abound,” God forbid; ſays the 
apoſtle. 4+ How ſhall we that are dead to fin, live 
any longer therein?“ chap. vi. 1, 2. This is not 
a means o cheriſhing ſin in the believer, or opening 
a door to licentiouſneſs; but the contrary, there is no 
better way of conquering the power of inbred fin, 
than a diſcovery of the pardoning love and mercy of 
Chrift to a poor ſinner, to the very utmoſt of all his 
ſin and corruption. Thus the bride, the church of 
Chriſt, and all true goſpel-miniſters that labour in 
Chriſt's vineyard, their language is, Come, come, 
« and take of this water of life freely,” If you are 
made willing to come to Chriſt ;- if you thirſt after 
Chriſt and the water of life mentioned in the text; 
and if the Spirit of God is at work upon your fouls ' 
drawing you to himſelf; I fay, you have no cauſe 
to doubt of your acceptance by him. Though 
„ your fins may be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as ſnow, 


« though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
D 2 9 wool,” 
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v Jools Iſa, i. 18. * Come, come, and take of this 


<« water of life freely.” 


do let him that heareth ſay, Come,“ * that hear- 


eth the word fo as to underſtand it. Thoſe, know ſa 
much of the word as to underſtand there is proviſion 
made in the goſpel for poor thirſty ſouls; though 
they may not experience ſo much of theſe things 
themſelves, yet they cannot but recommend what they 
know to others. Thoſe ſay, Come. Come and taſte of 
the riches of his grace. Come and taſte of pardoning- 

love with me; G how ſweet it is to my ſoul! I have 
been enabled under the word, as a poor unworthy 
hearer of it, to ſit under a Redeemer's ſhadow with 


: 2 delight, and have experienced his fruit to be 


weet to my taſte, Cant. ii. 3. I have here drank of 


this water of life, and it has been life to my ſoul: 


wherefore then ſnould you ſtarve in a land of Plenty, 
where the goſpel of Chriſt is ſo freely preached by 


| his migiſtring ſervants? Thus thoſe who hear the word 
are for having others to partake, of the, bleſſings of 
it with themſelves. Him that heareth ſaith, — 7 ; 


and let him that is athirſt come; and whoſoever 
will, let him take of the water of life freely.” NY 

Now this invitation is a free one; nothing 4 freer 
than a git. This water of life is freely given ; let 
him take of it freely; it comes freely to us,. with- 
out money. and without price.” Chriſt is ſaid to give 
eternal life to his people, John x. 28. and xvii, 2. He 
is ſaid to gjve. eternal life to as many as are given him 
by the Father, to no more nor, to n, les. As many 
as are given in covenant to Chrift, this water of life 
is given unto; it flous freely into their ſouls, that 
neither men or devils can ſtop the current of it 
jet him thus take of this water of life freely: Let him 
take it; hinder him not by any obſtacles that may 


de thrown in the way by ſuch who know not the 


goſpel, ſuch who preach with the ſhell upon their 
head, 
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head, young ſchoot-boys, that make the heart 2 x 
righteous ſad, whom God hath not made Tad, EzeK., - 
Xi11. 22. that wound the dear children of God by 
doing all. in their power to ſhut up rather than opet 
this. glorious fountain, or well-ſpring of life mi- 
nftrally 19. the people, Shall lie give this 
water of life freely to his poor thifſting people? and 
ſhall he ſend forth his miniſters to proclaim the ſame ? 
and ſhall any. preſume to ſtop the current of this 
wer? Awful will it be for thoſe who do this another 
ay! 1 will wiſh they had ſtudied any other art 
or ſcience rather than to meddle with God's word: 
et ſuch read Ezek. xxxjv. throughout and tremble. 
Alas, how are the waters of the ſadctuary fouled with 
the feet of the, prieſts at this time! It ſeems, but a 
ſmall matter to them to eat up the good paſtdi 
. but they muſt tread Jg with their feet the reſidue of 
the paſtures, and to have drunk of the deep waters, but 
they muſt foul the reſidue thereof with their feet: and 
Chriſt's poor flock muſt drink it after they have done? 
But a time will come when God will feed the fat ones - 
with judgment. So he will judge between cattle and 
Cattle, between the rams and the he-goats. There is. 4 
neceſſity to ſpeak in this manner, when men attempt *' 
to muddy this precious river of water of life, which we 
have been ſpeaking about, by theit corrupt and 
falſe doctrine, and when the doctrines of grace are ſo 
much deſpiſed, yea exploded by many. 
\. The riches of the free, diſtinguiſhing, ſovereign 
grace and mercy of God in Chriſt, Without any . 
works of righteouſneſs which we can do to be added to 
it, open a door of mercy to, and a way of acceſs 


for every poor, thirſty, fainting, ſinful, polluted ſoul 


to come unto. Thus you ſee the freeneſs of the 
invitation to this water of life; none are to be 
excluded from it that ſee their need of it; neither 
Will any thing be required of them for chis 7 
| ; t= 
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Whatever God requires of his people he will give it 
them, it is all of his free grace : Let him take of the 
water of life freely. | 

Having nowconſidered the things Ipropoſed, I proceed, 
.  Fourthly and laſtly, to make ſome improvement 
of the whole. In doing which I ſhall addreſs my- 
ſelf ro four ſorts of people. 

1. Thoſe who have drank freely of this water. 

2. Thoſe whoſe fouls now begin to thirſt after it. 
3. To ſuch who think they have a power and will 
in themſelves to turn to God, and partake of this 
water of lite at their own option. ' | 
.. Laſtly, To ſuch who are altogether unconcerned 
about the matter, . 

1. I am to addreſs myſelf to ſuch that have drank 
freely of this water of life. You know ſomething of the 
virtue of it you know it to be living water—you have 
found its life-giving virtues—ſo that your ſouls are 
continually quickened and animated by it—it is a 
well-ſpring in your ſouls—it ſpringeth up into ever- 
laſting life: You cannot ceaſe to be fruitful when 
thus watered. So your ſouls are purified and made 
better by this water. And, O my brethren, you 
will, ere long, ſwim in the boundleſs ocean of God's 
everlaſting love! The water of life you now receive 
comes from this ocean; but then you will come to 
the ocean itſelf : your tongue (as I obſerved before) 
will no more fail for thirſt ; neither will you know 
then, as you do now, what it is to be barren in your 
ſoul; theſe complaints will ceaſe for ever: Mean 
time, methinks you are refreſned when you hear any 
thing about this water of life. O that you may have 
a large draught of this water, while I am now 
preaching to you ! How will your ſouls exult in the 
Lord your God, eſpecially while you are in fuch a 


wilderneſs as this world is to your ſouls! O og 
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God would ſmite the rock at this time, that the 
waters might guſh out, and that the ſtreams might 
flow in abundance into your ſouls! Pſalm lxxvin. 20. 
then you will not think this a loſt opportunity : It is 
your duty and privilege to wait at the pool of ordi- 
nances: And may you experience yourſelf healed, at 
this time by this water, of whatever diſeaſe or mala- 
dy you may have been troubled with, then you will 
be able to ſpeak more of its virtue and excellency, 
and you will deſire to drink yet larger draughts of 
it; for the more you receive, the more you will want 
of this water. Sys e 
2. I ſhall addreſs myſelf to ſuch whoſe ſouls now 
begin to thirſt after this water of life. Bleſſed are 
„ they who do hunger and thirſt after. righteouſ- 
tc neſs,” Matt. v. 6. How came you to thirſt after 
this water of life if you ſaw no excellency 'in it? 
Who created that holy thirſt in your fouls after righ- 
teouſneſs ? Certainly Chriſt, and he only can ſarisfy 
the ſame: ** For I have ſatiated the weary ſoul, and 
I have repleniſhed every ſorrowful ſoul,” Jer. 
xxxi. 2 5. The vaſt deſires of your ſoul are ſuch, as that 
they cannot be ſatisfied with any thing ſhort of this 
water of life; you are like the two daughters of the 
horſe-leach, that cry, Give, give.“ Prov, xxx. Is. 
You never can be ſatisfied, or have enough of it, whilſt 
you ſojourn here below, you have an inceſſant thirſt 
after it. O may God by his Spirit bring you to this 
water to-night, that you 88 have a draught, and 
that your thirſt might be ſo ſatisfied to-night, as that 
you may go home and recommend this water to other 
oor thirſty ſouls ! Let him that is athirſt come.” 


O may the Lord take you by the hand, and lead you 


to this fountain may he diſpel clouds of darkneſs— 
may the Lord ſcatter all your fears to night! you 
may take it freely: Neither men or devils can. hinder 
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48 Mk 
you of it. Satan may tell you this water Is not för you! 
tho? you are thirſting after it; but he is a liar, ah the 
father of lies; believe him not; for if you really are 
convinced, by the Spirit of God, of your need of this 


Water, and if you are thirſting after it, if Chiiſt's 


* 


word is to be taken, you are heartily welcome. You 
may take this water of life freely, without aſking the 
devil leave, May you be enabled to come to this 


water of life without any diſputing with ſatan or with 


your own wicked heart: and caft yourſelf upon 
Chriſt as a poor, needy, thirſty, fainting ſoul And 
I make no doubt of your being accepted by, him; 
for he that cometh to Chriſt, he will by no means 
ER... 8 jt 
3. I ſhall addreſs myſelf to ſuch who think they 
have a power in themſelves to make themſelves 
willing to come and take of this water of life. Ibur 
caſe is like that of the young man in the goſpel, who 
came to our Lord with a Good maſter, what good 
& thing ſhall I do that I may inherit eternal life,” 
Matt. Xix. 16, He wanted eternal life, the water of 
life—he was very deſirous after it—he thought it was 
a thing worth ſeeking after—therefore he cornes to 


| Chriſt to enquire about it. Our Lord obſerving 
| _ ſomething very agreeable in this young man, it is 


ſaid, Mark x. 21. Jeſus beholding him loved him. 
And. yet notwithſtanding this he was rotten at the 

ottom: He was under the law as a covenant of 
orks, and conſequently under the curſe, Gal. iii. 10. 
nd our Lord ipeaks to him upon his own princi- 
ples : +, Thou. knoweſt the commandments.” And 
af thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments z 
plainly. ſhewing, if he appealed to Cæſar, to Cæſar 
N go; He muſt keep the law in thought, 
word, an deed, and then, and not otherwiſe, he 


; : 


mould be ſaved by it. But, alas! when our Lord 


begins 


{( 297] : 
beging to ſift this young man, after all his pretended 
piety to the law, and keeping it, as he vainly ima- 
gined he had done from his youth up. Alas! poor 
man, he little underſtood the ſpirituality of God's law, 
nor the plague of his own heart. After all, when 
there was but one thing lacking, in 2 as our 
Lord expreſſes it, to his being  perfe& which was 
to ſell what he had and diſtribute it to the poor, 
it then appears his heart and affections were in the 
world, he leaves our Lord and goes away ſorrow- 
ing; and we never read of his coming to our Lord 
any more: He had enough of Chriſt's religion; he 
Wants no more of it: worldly riches are preferred 
before Chriſt. Thouſands of ſuch profeſſors we have 


in this our day. And yet this young man muſt needs 


be religious: nothing ſhort of eternal life is the thin 
he- ſeeks after. But alas, how does he- ek it 5 


ix. 32. | 1 N 
No if this be your caſe, you are at as great a 


diſtance from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as thoſe- poor 


unhappy creatures that are now making the diſtur- 
banee at the door 4, and are endeavouring to per- 
ſecute the children of God, and diſturb them from 
their attendance on his worſhip in his houſe. Theſe 
are enemies of Chriſt z ſo are you: you are no nearer 
to this water of life than they; perhaps not ſo near: 
5+ Pablicans and harlots enter the kingdom of heaven 


befote you Phariſees,” Matt. xxi. 31. While u 


think you have a power and will in you to turn to 
God at your pleaſure, it will be an effectual bar to 


your coming to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; there fore 1 


may ſay to ſuch, you have neither part or lot in the 
matter, for your heart is not right with God. You 
are in the gall of bitterneſs, and bonds of iniquity,” 
+ Alluding to the diſturbances and outrages at Hampſtead, 


| 
1 
| 
_ 
| 
| 
| 
1 


Why as it were by the works of the law, Rom. 
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Acts viii. 21—23. who think that you can by any 

wer or will of your on turn to God; for "Chriſt 
as told his people, without me ye can do nothing, 

John xv. 5. Neither are we ſufficient of ourſelves 

to think any thing as of ourſelves, “ but our ſuf- 


ficiency is God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. It is God muſt 
conquer yo will, as I have already obſerved, 
by his grace; and bring it to ſubmit to his, be- 
fore you will be willing to come to Chriſt for life. 
Think no more of coming to Chriſt in your on 
ſtrength, nor obtaining this water of life by 2 
thing you can do either in whole or in part. 
may you be enabled to come as a poor loſt . 
ſinner, to the fountain of his ee in mn z 
and take of this water of life freely. 

Laſtly, I ſhall addreſs myſelf to ſuch who are 
altogether unconcerned about the matter. O firs! 
there is ſuch a thing as a man's partaking of the 
water of life, whatever you may think of the mat- 
ter; it is a truth known and experienced by all the 
dear children of God, in all ages of the world : and 
though you in your hearts“ are now deſpiſing this 
water of life I have been preaching to you about; 
yet give me leave to tell you, that ſiving and dying 
in this ſtate you muſt periſh for ever: and then 
you will know the lack of ;- a drop of water to cool 

ur parched tongues when caſt into that ſulphurous 

ake that Burneth with fire and ' brimſtone, Rev. 
Xix, 20. into the pit of Topher, which is ordained, 
of old; for this purpoſe the Lord * hath made it 
deep and large, the pile thereof is fire and much 
vood the breath of the Lord, like a ſtream of 
brimſtone, doth kindle it,“ Iſa. xxx. 33. Tea the 


Lord is ſaid to rain upon the wicked, ſnares, fire 
and. brimſtone, an horrible rempeſt; this ſhall be 
the portion of their cup, Pſalm xi. 6. Alas! the 


1.3099 — 
devils and damned ſpirits chat are now in ben know 
. theſe things to their eternal ſorrow they know they 


never ſhall he delivered from this of torment, 
the ſmoke of which aſcendeth up before God for ever; 
and they have no reſt day nor night. And they ſhall 
. be tormented with fire and brimftane ig the Ar 
of the holy angels, and the eve he Lamb, 
which you are now deſpiſing, Rev. xiv. 

finners, it will he too late then 


for the 


100 l. 00 


water of life! Dives only dee or one drop of Y 


water to cool his tongue, but is denied, Luke xvi. 
24, &c. Though a rich man, he is to have no favour or 
mercy ſhewn him here. Lazarus the beggar”! is not to 
come from Abraham's boſom to wait upon a rick 
man in hell, no not to dip the tip of his finger in 
water to cool his tongue, no nor to go to his bre- 
thren to warn them to flee from the wrath to come. 
No favours are to be ſhewn in hell, though ever f 
ſmall, to the veſſels of wrath, which are fitted for 
deſtruction, and have filled up the meaſure of their 


iniquities, theſe ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire, 4 


Jude, ver. 7. » 


And you, firs, that are going on in open 
rebellion againſt Chriſt and his government; if 
mighty grace prevent you not in your career, know 
that % your damaation, ſlumbereth not,“ 3 Pet. 
ii. 3. It will come faſter than you can call for it, by 
all your horrid oaths and imprecations. It will come 
ſuddenly upon you, when yon will ſay, Peace and 
ſafety; then ſudden deſtruction ſhall come upon you, 
as travail upon a woman, and you fhalll not eſcape, 
1 Theſſ. v. 3. In vain will you cry to the rocks 
and mountains to fall on you, and hide you from the 
face of him that ſitteth upon the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb, Rev. yi. 16. Where death leaves 
you, * will find you. And who amongſt 
| you, 


[34] | 
you, in this plage, can dwell with . devouring. fire? 
Who amongſt yqu can dwell with everlaſting burn- 
ings ? Iſa. Xxxili. 14. O may you lay theſe things 
to heart. Conſider this, all ye that forget God, left 
de tear you in pieces, and there be none to. deliver, 

Palm 1. 22; May the Lord awaken you by his, Spi- 


rit to a ſe your miſery, and create a holy. thi 

in the tſouls Uf ſuch that never thought ſeriouſly of 

theſe hi re; may you now begin to enquire 
aſter this r of life I have now been preaching . 


of to you; that this ſermon may never rile in n judg- 
ment againſt any of you another day. And may you 
that have drank freely of this water of life, and ſuch 
who are thirſting after it, be brought by the Spirit of 
God to come and take more and more of it, it 8 
fee; for all who ſee their need of it. And the Spirit 
aud the bride ſay, Come. And let him that heargth 
ay, Come. And let him that is athirſt, ce. And 
ene will, let him take the water of life e 


lay the Lord command his bleſſing. Amen. 
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